


Diary Dates and Information for April and May 2011

S2S Social Enterprise Fair is the premier event for Social Enterprises in Scotland. Alongside our 100+ exhibitors, there will be an exciting range of workshops for delegates to attend throughout the day.
Exhibition space is limited for intermediaries and will be offered on a first come first serve basis. Priority will be given to social enterprises.

For more information on attending or exhibiting, the workshop sessions and to book, please visit www.s2sfair.com or phone the events team on 0131 557 5767.

PQASSO – Training Day – Waulkrigg Mill Galashiels – 19th April, 2011 9-4p.m.

Skills Development Scotland (Careers Scotland) office at Waulkrigg Mill, Galashiels

What are the aims of this project – For Voluntary Organisations and Social Enterprises

· Improved quality for frontline services

· Improved efficiency within organisations

· Increased credibility with funders and commissioners

· Greater organisational stability and sustainability

PQASSO is already well recognised throughout the UK – it is the quality-based development tool of choice for over 14,000 customers – it is recognised and valued by funders and service commissioners – and it is ideally suited to the market it was designed for. It is a

Practical Quality Assurance System for SMALL Organisations.

Social Enterprise Business Group – 4th May 2011 at 10.a.m. here in St. Boswells

This group was established to meet the needs of Social Enterprises here in the Scottish Borders that want to grow and develop. We are working closely with our members to ensure that is the group that decides the agenda and the topics and themes to be discussed.

Our next meeting is here in the office at 10.a.m. on 4th May and the minutes and agenda will be circulated beforehand. If you want to know more please ring the office on 01835 822099 or email: borderssec@btconnect.com
Social Enterprise Coalition – Policy Breakfast Meeting – Wednesday, 11th May, 2011 at the Buccleuch Arms Hotel, St. Boswells 8.00a.m. – 9.15.a.m.

All are welcome!  If you are interested and want to attend please there is an online booking form at: www.scottishsocialenterprise.org.uk/news/events or ring the office on 01835 822099

See you there! Bacon buttie and coffee in hand!
Social Enterprise Network Meeting – Thursday, 19th May, 2011, 10.00a.m. here in St. Boswells

At the next meeting of the Social Enterprise Network we will have a full agenda. As well as updates and member updates we hope to welcome for a return visit the Scottish Government representative that has been busy working on Procurement and the changes. We also hope to have the lead who has been working on the Internship programme which will be a benefit to some of our members. Kim Wallace from Senscot will be in attendance and give an update on the scene nationally.

For more information or just to say you are coming ring the office on 01835 822099 or email: borderssec@btconnect.com 
Disability Awareness Training: Thursday, 26th May, 2011 10- 2.30p.m. Here in the office in St. Boswells.

Third Sector Organisations are being asked to do more and more and many are concerned as to whether they comply with the DDA. This short course:

Disability Awareness

Demonstrates how to comply with the Disability Discrimination Act and attract more customers by making reasonable and often minor adjustments to services and facilities for people with a range of impairments.

Course Outcomes

By the end of this session, you will be able to: 

· Define the social model of disability 
· Give business and legal reasons why it is important to make your services accessible to disabled users 
· Define the main terms of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 in relation to employers and service providers 
· Describe the benefits of positive interactions with disabled customers and employees 
· Explain how to avoid unlawfully discriminating against disabled customers and employees 
· Identify reasonable adjustments to services and the physical environment for disabled customers and employees. 
· This session gives general guidance only and should not be treated as a complete and authoritative statement of law. 
To find out more or to book a place please call the office on 01835 822099 or email: borderssec@btconnect.com 
Diary Dates and Training from other areas:
Dumfries and Galloway Social Enterprise Network, in partnership with the Social Enterprise Academy, are running this two-day training course, which will help third sector organisations develop effective partnerships. The training is FREE and places are still available! 

About the training
Partnerships, joint working, consortia, collaboration, joint ventures, regardless of the name and context, all share a number of features in common. On this advanced investigation of partnership working you will consider the business case for partnership, reviewing the benefits and risks, and exploring issues around joint tendering and intellectual property. The programme will explore strategies, skills and leadership techniques necessary to help you ensure your partnership works. See the attached flier for more information.

Venue: The Food Train, Castle St, Dumfries

 Dates: 6th May & 3rd June

 To book: Please go to:  learn@theacademy-ssea.org  

Marketing your Business

Dumfries and Galloway Social Enterprise Network, in partnership with the Social Enterprise Academy, are running this two-day training course, which will help you to effectively market your social enterprise. The training is FREE and places are now available for our new dates! Please circulate this widely to your contacts and networks.

About the training
A solid business model with strong revenue streams is essential for the sustainable operation and growth of a successful social enterprise. Marketing Your Social Enterprise helps participants to take a realistic look at their social business considering the market for their products and services, and building strategies for generating income..

Venue: The Care Training Consortium, Lincluden, near Dumfries Dates: 8th & 13th June 2011

 To book: Please complete the attached booking form and return to:

 learn@theacademy-ssea.org  

Still nifty at 50 
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50 is the new 40 or so they say...life in the not so old dog yet... then what about setting up your own sustainable business in Scotland. People over the age of 50 who wish to become self employed or set up their own business can apply for a loan of between £500 and £10,000 through the Prince’s Initiative for Mature Enterprise (PRIME) new loan scheme.

PRIME is a member of the Prince’s Charities group. It was set up on the personal initiative of HRH The Prince of Wales in response to letters he was receiving from people desperate to work but unable to find anyone to employ them – because of their age. To be eligible applicants need to:

· be over the age of 50 

· must be either unemployed (not in paid employment), facing redundancy (within the  next six months) or be self- employed (but still in your first year)

· must be a UK resident for at least three years

· The loans are for up to three years and the interest charged is 12% APR..ouch

Applications can be made at any time but remember to wait until after your 50th birthday
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